
ENGLISH (FIRST FLIGHT) (CLASS-X) 

CHAPTER -1 

A LETTER TO GOD 

Extract Based Questions  

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

 

1.The house- the only one in the entire valley- sat on the crest of a low hill. From this height one could see 

the river and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that always promised a good harvest. The only 

thing the Earth needed was a downpour or at least a shower. Throughout the morning Lencho who knew 

his fields intimately had done nothing else but see the sky towards the North-East. “Now we’re really 

going to get some water, woman. 

” The woman who was preparing supper, replied, “Yes, God willing”. 

(a) Where was Lencho’s house located? 

(b) What was Lencho’s wife preparing? 

(c) Find the word from the passage which means ‘very closely’. 

(d) What does ‘Crest’ means? 

Answer: 

(a) Lencho’s house was located on the crest of a low hill. 

(b) Lencho’s wife was preparing supper. 

(c) The word is ‘Intimately’. 

(d) Crest means the top part of a hill. 

 

2.It was during the meal that, just as Lencho had predicted, big drops of rain began to fall. In the North-

East huge mountains of clouds could be seen approaching. The air was fresh and sweet. The man went 

out for no other reason than to have the pleasure of feeling the rain on his body.          

(a) What could be seen approaching in the North-East? 

(b) Why did Lencho go out? 

(c) Give an antonym of the word Big. 

(d) Which word in the passage is a synonym of ‘forecast’. 

Answer: 

(a) Huge mountains of clouds could be seen approaching in the North-East. 

(b) Lencho went out to have the pleasure of feeling the rain on his body. 

(c) The word is ‘small’. 

(d) The word ‘predict’ is a synonym of forecast. 

 

3.With a satisfied expression he regarded the field of ripe corn with its flowers, draped in a. curtain of 

rain. But suddenly a strong wind began to blow and alongwith the rain very large hailstones began to fall. 

These truly did resemble new silver coins. The boys, exposing themselves to the rain, ran out to collect the 

frozen pearls. 

(a) What happened to the rain suddenly? 

(b) ‘The frozen pearls’ refers to which thing in the paragraph. 

(c) Find the similar meaning-of ‘contented’ in the paragraph. 

(d) Find from the passage a word which means ‘to take after’. 

Answer: 

(a) The rain suddenly changed into hailstones. 

(b) ‘The frozen pearls’ refers to hailstones. 

(c) The word is ‘Satisfied’. 

(d) The word is ‘Resemble’. 

 

4.Not a leaf remained on the trees. The corn was totally destroyed. The flowers were gone from the 

plants. Lencho’s soul was filled with sadness. When the storm had passed, he stood in the middle of the 

field and said to his sons. “A plague of locusts would have left more than this. The hail has left nothing. 



(a) Describe Lencho’s feeling as shown in the passage. 

(b) What happened to the crop when the storm had passed? 

(c) Find the word that means the opposite of ‘restored’ as used in the passage. 

(d) What do you mean by ‘hail’ in the last line? 

Answer: 

(a) Lencho was filled with sadness when the storm had passed. 

(b) The crop was completely destroyed when the storm had passed. 

(c) The word is ‘destroyed’. 

(d) ‘Hail’ is balls of ice that falls from the sky in the form of rain. 

 

5.“That’s what they say: no one dies of hunger.” All through the night, Lencho thought only of his one 

hope: the help of God, whose eyes, as he had been instructed, see everything, even what is deep in one’s 

conscience. Lencho was an ox of a man, working like an animal in the fields, but still he knew how to 

write.       [CBSE 2014] 

(a) What was Lencho’s only hope? 

(b) How did Lencho work in the field? 

(c) Find the exact word of similar meaning ‘moral sense’ given in the passage. 

(d) Explain ‘an or of a man’. 

Answer: 

(a) Lencho’s only hope was the help of God. 

(b) Lencho worked as an ‘ox’ in the field. 

(c) The word is ‘conscience’. 

(d) It means a man working hard like an ox or anima 

 

6. The postmaster- a fat, amiable fellow- also broke out laughing, but almost immediately he turned 

serious and tapping the letter on his desk, commented. “What faith! I wish I had the faith of the man who 

wrote this letter. Starting.up a correspondence with God!” 

So, in order ndt to shake the writer’s faith in God, the postmaster came up with an idea: answer the 

letter. But when he opened it, it was evident that to answer it he needed something more than goodwill, 

ink and paper. But he stuck to his resolution: he asked for money from his employees, he himself gave 

part of his salary and several friends of his vreie obliged io give something ‘for an act of charity’. 

(a) What kind of a person the postmaster was? 

(b) How did the postmaster help Lencho? 

(c) Find the exact word in similar meaning ‘without delay’ given in the passage. 

(d) Determination is synonymous with ……………. 

Answer: 

(a) The postmaster was a fat, amiable and helpful fellow. 

(b) The postmaster helped Lencho by collecting money from his employees and friends. 

(c) The word is ‘Immediately’. 

(d) Determination is synonym with Resolution. 

 

7.The following Sunday, Lencho came a bit earlier than usual to ask if there was a letter for him. It was 

the postman himself who handed the letter to him while the postmaster, experiencing the contentment of 

a man who has performed a good deed, looked on from his office. 

Lencho showed not the slightest surprise on seeing the money; such was his confidence, but he became 

angry when he counted the money. God could not have made a mistake, nor could he have denied Lencho 

what he had requested. 

(a) Why did Lencho come earlier to the post office? 

(b) Why wasLencho angry when he counted money? 

(c) Find the word which means the opposite of permitted from the passage. 

(d) Which word in the passage gives the meaning ‘that one will be successful one day’. 



Answer: 

(a) Lencho came earlier to the post office to know if there was a letter for him. 

(b) Lencho was angry when he counted money as it was not the full amount that he had demanded from God. 

(c) The word is ‘denied’. 

(d) The word is ‘confidence’. 

 

8.When he finished, he went to the window to buy a stamp which he licked and then affixed to the 

envelope with a blow of his fist. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox the postmaster went to open 

it. It said: “God: Of the money that I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me. Send me the rest, since I 

need it very much. But don’t send it to me through the mail because the post office employees are a 

‘bunch of crooks’. Lencho.”                       

(a) What did Lencho do wijh the stamp? 

(b) What did the postmaster do when the letter fell into the mailbox and why? 

(c) Find out the word which has the similar meaning as ‘attached’ used in the passage. 

(d) Which word in the passage denotes a dishonest person? 

Answer: 

(a) Lencho licked and affixed the stamp to the envelope with a blow of his fist. 

(b) The postmaster immediately opened the letter to know Lencho’s feeling for the money he had received. 

(c) The word is ‘affixed’. 

(d) The word is ‘crook’. 

 

Short Answer Type Questions  

1.Who was Lencho? What were his main problems?        

Ans.Lencho was a hardworking farmer, who lived on the crest of a low hill. Due to the hailstorm his crops were 

destroyed, so he needed money to sow his field again and support his family. These were the main problems of 

Lencho. 

2.What did Lencho compare the raindrops to and why?          

Ans.Lencho compared the raindrops to new coins because the crop needed the rain badly and it was the sign of 

good harvest. Good harvest meant prosperity for Lencho as he needed the money to fulfil his basic needs. 

 

3.Why did Lencho write a letter to God? 

Ans.When.Lencho’s crops were completely destroyed by the hailstorm, he wrote a letter to God because he was 

the only hope in his despair. Lencho asked him to send hundred pesos to sow his field again and support his 

family. 

 

4.Why and how did the postmaster help Lencho? 

Ans.The postmaster was determined to help Lencho. He did not want Lencho’s faith in God to be shaken so he 

asked his employees and friends to help Lencho. He also contributed a part of his salary for this act of charity. 

5.How much money did Lencho need? How . much did he get? 

Ans.Lencho got seventy pesos. He was angry at the difference as he needed hundred pesos to sow the crops 

again and to support his family till the next harvest. 

 

6.Why did Lencho not want the money to be sent through mail?  

Ans.Lencho wrote in his second letter that he received only seventy pesos but he needed a hundred pesos. 

He requested God not to send rest of the money by post since the post office employees were a bunch of crooks 

and would steal the money. 

 

7.Do you think that Lencho was right to call the post office employees a bunch of crooks? Why or why 

not? 

Ans.Lencho called the post office employees a bunch of crooks as he did not get full money that he had 

demanded. He could not believe that God had sent him any less money so he doubted these people. But he was 

not right to call them a bunch of crooks. 



 

Long Answer Type Questions  

 

1.Who was Lencho and what circumstances forced him to write a letter to God? 

Ans. Lencho was a hardworking farmer who lived with his family on a crest of a low hill. He was very caring 

and God loving man. Though, he was a farmer he could read and write. Lencho eagerly waited for the rainfall in 

order to get good harvest and he became happy when it came. But the pleasing rain changed into hailstorm and 

destroyed his crop. 

He became sad and was worried about his family as they might remain hungry that year. His last hope was the 

help from God as he had complete faith in him. Hence, he wrote a letter to God asking him to send hundred 

pesos to survive and to reharvest. 

 

2.How did the postmaster and post office employees help Lencho? How did he react to their help? 

Ans.The Postmaster and post office employees were very generous as they contributed for the act of charity. 

First they laughed when they saw Lencho’s letter to God, but soon they were impressed by his faith in God. 

They decided to send some money to Lencho so that his faith in God does not get shaken. They collected 

seventy pesos and sent it to Lencho. 

When Lencho got the envelope and opened it to count money, he became angry. He again wrote a letter to God 

demanding the remaining thirty pesos. He thought that post office employees had taken away the remaining 

money and called them a bunch of crooks, which was not justified at all as they were the people who had helped 

him. But it shows his innocence and firm faith in God. 

 

3.How did the hailstones affect Lencho’s field? What was Lencho’s only hope? 

Ans. Lencho, a hardworking farmer, worked like an ox for a good harvest, depended completely on his fields to  

take care of his family. He expected a good harvest that year. He needed a downpour for the crops to ripe, but 

the rain followed by hailstorm completely destroyed the crops. 

It made him sad. He was worried for his family as he loved them so much. But Lencho had firm faith in God 

and believed that nobody died of hunger. So, he decided to seek help from God. He wrote a letter to God and 

asked him for a hundred pesos to survive and to sow new crop. 

 

4.“Humanity still exists”, this is what we get to know after reading A letter to God’ in which firm faith in 

God of a poor farmer and helpfulness of the post office employees are aptly depicted thought. Write a 

paragraph on the values in it, in about 80-100 words. Give the paragraph a suitable title.  

Ans.Existence of Humanity 

After reading ‘A letter to God’, our faith in humanity stirs for strong. We learn from the story that there still are 

people who help others without any self interest. The postmaster and the post office employees lay an example 

for everyone of us to be kind. Though they all laughed at his letter, they were really moved by the grip of faith 

Lencho had in God. The way they all decided to help the stranger in his hard times restores our faith in the 

existence of humanity and motivates us to be a noble and kind person. 

 

5.Describe Lencho’s qualities in light of his faith in God. Do you have faith in God like Lencho? Was 

Lencho’s reaction towards post office employees right?               

Ans.Lencho was a poor farmer who totally depended on the harvest to survive and fulfil basic needs of his 

family. Once his crops were destroyed due to heavy rainfall and hailstones and he was afraid to think how his 

family would survive. He believed that God would help him in this plight. He had firm faith in God, he believed 

that God would not let him be hungry. 

Now-a-days faith in God like Lencho is almost impossible and unseen. People are very much aware that nobody 

is willing to help others without any self interest. Lencho’s reaction towards post office employees was not right 

or justified but it was just because of his innocence as he could not believe that God had done such a mistake. It 

were only the post office employees who had stolen money according to him. 

 

  



ENGLISH (FIRST FLIGHT) (CLASS-X) 

CHAPTER -2 

NELSON MANDELA:LONG WALK TO FREEDOM 

Keypoints: 

 Nelsom Mandela swears in as the first black president of South Africa on 10th May 1994. 

 The swearing in ceremony took place in the lovely sandstone amphitheater in Pretoria 

 He addressed the rainbow gathering with a zest telling that never, never, and never again should it 

be that that beautiful land would experience the oppression of one by another. 

 He wished that freedom in Africa should reign. 

 The army officials who could have caught have and put him in jail before were saluting him to pay 

respect to the newly born democracy. 

 The two national anthems were sung at the time of his swearing in ceremony. 

 He recalls back the history and pays homage to the national martyrs who sacrificed their lives for 

the sake of their motherland. 

 He tells that the martyrs were the men of extraordinary courage and wisdom and generosity. 

 The country of South Africa is rich in minerals and gems but the greatest wealth of country is its 

people. 

 He tells no one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or his background , 

or his religion. 

 If people learn to hate, they can be taught to love too. 

 He talks that man's goodness is a flame that can be hidden but never exhausted. 

 He talks about the twin obligations-obligation towards his family & obligation towards his nation. 

While discharging his duties he found he was not free. 

 Hence, he joined African National Congress fought for the freedom of his country. 

 He knew that the oppressor must be liberated just as surely as the oppressed. 

 The oppressor and oppressed are alike are robbed of their humanity. 

Summary 

Nelson Mandela, the first Black president of South Africa, after more than 3 centuries of white rule, celebrated 

very vividly the grand ceremony of the first democratic non-racial government. Being sworn in, he said 

radiantly  that   “Never, never again  shall it be that  this beautiful land will again  experience the oppression of 

one by another”. He pays homage to the freedom fighters like Oliver Tambo, Luthuli, Yusuf Dadoo. They were 

men of uncommon courage, wisdom and generosity. He regards the death of thousands of people who sacrificed 

their lives for the cause of courage.  It is not the absence of fear but the victory over it. No man is born with 

harassment rather love which comes natural to the human heart. He says every man has his duties to his family, 

to the community and to his country to perform honestly. 

 

Read the extract given below carefully and answer the questions that follow : 

 

1.The policy of apartheid created a deep and lasting wound in my country and my people. All of us will 

spend many years, if not generations, recovering from that profound hurt. But the decades of oppression 

and brutality had another, unintended effect and that was that it produced the Oliver Tambos, the 

Walter Sisulus, the Chief Luthulis, etc., men of such extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity that 

their like may never be known again.  

(a) Whom does ‘my’ refer to in the passage ? 

(b) Name two persons of extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity mentioned in the passage ? 

(c) Trace a word from the passage which means the same as ‘a period of ten years’. 

(d) What created a lasting wound in Nelson’s country ? 

Answer: 

(a) ‘My’ refers to the narrator i.e., Nelson Mandela. 

(b) Oliver Tambos and Lithulis are the two people of extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity in the 



passage. 

(c) The word ‘Decade’ means ‘a period of ten years’. 

(d) The policy of apartheid. 

 

2.(No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin or his background or his 

religion. People must learn to hate and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes 

more naturally to the human heart than its opposite. Even in the grimmest times in prison, When my 

comrades and 1 were pushed to our limits, 1 would see a glimmer of humanity in one of the guards, 

perhaps just for a second, but it was enough to reassure me and keep me going. Man’s goodness is a 

flame that can be hidden but never extinguished.)  

(a) Why is it easy to learn to love ? 

(b) What was the opinion of Mandela about the man’s goodness ? 

(c) Trace a word from the passage that means “severe”. 

(d) What is a flame in the passage. 

Answer: 

(a) It is easy to learn to love because love comes more naturally to human heart than any other emotion. 

(b) Mandela opinioned that Man’s goodness is a flame that can be hidden, but never extinguished. 

(c) ‘Grimmest’ means ‘severe’. 

(d) Man’s goodness 

 

3.“We have at last, achieved our political emancipation”. We pledge ourselves to liberate all our people 

from the- continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other discrimination.  

 (a) Who is the speaker ? 

(b) What pledge does he take ? 

(c) Which word is the noun form of ’emancipate’ ? 

(d) What has the speaker achieved ? 

Answer: 

(a) Nelson Mandela is the speaker. 

(b) He takes a pledge to liberate all his people from exploitation, suffering and discrimination. 

(c) The noun form of ’emancipate’ is ’emancipation’. 

(d) Political emancipation. 

 

4.Tenth May dawned bright and clear. For the past few days, I had been pleasantly besieged by 

dignitaries and world leaders who were coming to pay their respects before the inauguration. The 

inauguration would be the largest gathering ever of international leaders on South African soil. The 

ceremonies took place in the lovely sandstone amphitheatre formed by the Union Buildings in Pretoria. 

For decades this had been the seat of white supremacy, and now it was the site of a rainbow gathering of 

different colours and nations for the installation of South Africa’s first democratic, non-ihcial 

government.  

(a) What is the significance of tenth May ? 

(b) What are the ceremonies referred to here ? 

(c) Which word in the passage means the same as ‘placement of person in office with ceremony’ ? 

(d) Where did the ceremonies take place ? 

Answer: 

(a) The tenth of May was the day for the installation of South Africa’s first democratic, non-racial government. 

(b) The ceremonies’ refer to the inauguration ceremony of the first democratic, non-racial government in South 

Africa. 

(c) ‘Installation’ means the ‘placement of a person in office with ceremony’. 

(d) Sandstone amphitheatre 

 

5.‘Perhaps it requires such depths of oppression to create such heights of character. My country is rich in 

the minerals and gems that lie beneath its soil, but I have always known that its greatest wealth is its 



people, finer and truer than the purest diamonds’.  

(a) Whose country is referred here ? 

(b) What is a country’s greatest wealth ? 

(c) Mention the figure of speech used in the above extract. 

(d) Mention the valuable stone in the passage ? 

Answer: 

(a) Nelson Mandela’s country is referred here 

(b) The country’s greatest wealth is its people. 

(c) Simile. 

(d) Gems 

 

Short Answer Type Questions  

1.What did ‘being free’ men to Mandela as a boy and as a student? 

Ans. As a boy ‘being free, meant to Nelson Mandela to wander free in fields, to swim freely, to run through the 

village. As a student to stay out night, to read what he pleased and to go where he chose. 

 

2. Why is 10th May, 1994 important for South Africa ?  

Ans.10th May, 1994 is important for South Africa as the inaugural oath taking ceremony of Nelson Mandela 

and his colleagues took place on this day. Nelson Mandela became the first black President of South Africa 

after three centuries of white rule. 

 

2. What are the twin obligations Nelson Mandela talks about in his speech ? 

Ans. According to Nelson Mandela every man has twin obligations—one is towards his family and the other is 

towards his people and his country. 

 

3. What is the dream of Nelson Mandela for the future of South Africa ?  

Ans. Mandela dreamt that his country should be free from poverty and discrimination. No country man should 

be oppressed on the basis of colour and creed. 

 

5. What pained Nelson Mandela on becoming the President of South Africa ?  

Ans. Mandela was pained by his inability to thank his comrades who were unable to see what their sacrifices 

had brought. 

 

6. Why did Nelson Mandela said, “The oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity.”  

Ans. Nelson Mandela said so because the oppressed were robbed, when they suffered all that was against 

humanity and the oppressor had to kill the good human being within himself before doing anything cruel to the 

other person. 

 

7. How does Nelson Mandela define the meaning of ‘courage’ and ‘the brave man’ ?  

Ans.  According to Nelson Mandela, courage is not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. In the same 

way, the brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear. 

 

8.What Mandela meant when he is simply the sum of all those African patriots who had gone before 

him?  

Ans.Nelson Mandela was a patriot. Like all other patriots, he felt the need of political independence and also 

underwent tortures by the whites of his own country. He included three persons in his list who were role model 

for him. 

 

Long Answer Type Questions  

 

1.How did the desire for the freedom of his people change Nelson Mandela’s life ? 

Ans.The desire for the freedom of his people totally animated Nelson Mandela’s life. He was transformed from 



a frightened young man to a bold one. The desire turned a law abiding attorney to a criminal. A family- loving 

husband was turned into a man without a home, changed a life-loving man into a monk. Mandela was no more 

virtuous as self sacrificing, but he could not even enjoy poor and limited freedom. He felt himself robbed when 

he came to know that his people were not free. He felt that the slavery of his people was slavery of his own. 

 

2 .How did Nelson Mandela describe the scene of the inauguration ? 

Ans. Nelson Mandela described the scene of inauguration jubilantly. It took place on the bright and clear day, 

the 10th of May in Sandstone amphitheatre. Many world leaders and great personalities were present there. He 

had gone there with his daughter Zenani. At first Mr. De Klerk was sworn in as second deputy president on the 

podium, then the Thabo Mbeki as first deputy president and after that Mandela was sworn in. This ceremony 

was held to declare Nelson Mandela as the first black president of South Africa: Finally the jets left off smoke 

of different colours of the new South African flag. The day was symbolised by the playing of two national 

anthems. Nelson Mandela was over-whelmed. 

 

3.What is the policy of Apartheid ? What was its impact on the blacks ? 

Ans.The racial discrimination by whites against blacks in South Africa was termed as the policy of Apartheid. 

The blacks were deprived of their rights. They had no freedom for education or entertainment of their choice. 

The blacks were tortured and so suffered badly at the hands of the whites. They faced oppression and brutality. 

It created a deep and lasting wound in his country and its people. It would take generations to recover from that 

profound wound. 

 

 

ENGLISH (CLASS-X) 

POEM- DUST OF SNOW 

Read the following stanzas and answer the questions that follow : 

 

STANZA 1 

The way a crow 

Shook down on me 

The dust of snow 

From a hemlock tree 

 

Questions : 

 (a) What did the crow do to the hemlock tree? 

(b) What was there in the tree at that time? 

(c) Where do you think was the poet then? 

(d) What is the name of the poem? 

(e) What is the name of the poet? 

(f) Write the rhyming words. 

 

Answers : 

 (a) The crow shook the hemlock tree. 

(b) There was snow in the tree at that time. 

(c) Then the poet was under a hemlock tree then. 

(d) The name of the poem is ‘Dust of Snow’. 

(e) The name of the poet is Robert Frost. 

(f) crow – snow me – tree 

 

 

 

STANZA 2 

Has given my heart 

A change of mood 

And saved some part 

Of a day I had rued.                                    

 

Questions : 

(a) What had given the poet ‘a change of mood’? 

(b) What had the poet thought of that day? 

(c) How was some part of the day saved for the 

poet? 

(d) Name the poem. 

(e) Name the poet. 

(f) What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza? 

 

Answers : 

(a) The falling of dust of snow on the poet had 

changed his mood. 

(b) He had felt sad about that day. But the fall of 

snow dust changed his mood. 

(c) He stopped ruing the day and his mood changed. 

(d) Dust of Snow. 

(e) Robert Frost. 

(f) The rhyme scheme of this stanza is ‘abab’.



Extract Based / comprehension test Questions and Answers of Dust of Snow 

Read the extract given below carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

The way a crow 

Shook down on me 

The dust of snow 

From a hemlock tree 

Has given my heart 

A change of mood 

And saved some part 

Of a day I had rued. 

(a) What do the ‘crow’ and ‘hemlock’ symbolise? 

(b) The mood of the poet changed because___________ . 

(c) What does the poet mean when he says and saved some part of the day? 

(d) Who shook the dust of snow? 

Or 

(a) What is the dust of snow? 

(b) What mood of the poet is conveyed in these lines? 

(c) What did the crow do to the hemlock tree? 

(d) What did the tree have on it then? 

Ans. (a) The ‘crow’ symbolises ‘joy’ and the ‘hemlock’ tree symbolises ‘sorrow’. 

(b) He saw a crow sitting on a hemlock tree shook off the dust of snow on him. Thus, the falling of dust of snow 

changed his mood. 

(c) The poet has saved some part of the day as he did not waste the time in repenting and regretting. 

(d) A crow shook the dust of snow. 

Or 

(a) Dust of snow refers to the particulate matter of snow that settles on surfaces after a snowfall. 

(b) The poet’s altered mood, one that changes from sorrow to joy is depicted here. 

(c) The crow shook the dust of snow from the hemlock tree. 

(d) The tree had snow on its leaves. 

 

VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

Answer in one sentence each: 

Q.1. Where was the crow sitting?                                      (H.B.S.E. March 2017 (Set-D) 

Ans. The crow was sitting in a hemlock tree. 

Q.2. What did the crow shakedown on the poet? (H.B.S.E. March 2017 (Set-D) 

Ans. He shook down snow on the poet. 

Q3. In what mood was the poet before falling of snow on him? 

Ans. He was in an unpleasant mood. 

Q.4. What type of plant is ‘a hemlock tree’? 

Ans. It is a poisonous plant with small white flowers. 

Q.5. What fell on the poet from the hemlock tree? 

Ans. Sonic dust of snow fell on the poet from the hemlock tree. 

Q.6. How did the dust of snow affect the poet? 

Ans. It changed the poet’s mood. 

Q.7. Who is the poet of the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? 

Ans. The poet of this poem is ‘Robert Frost’. 

 

Short Answer Type Important Questions 

Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 

1. How has the poet observed nature in the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? 



Ans. The poet has observed nature as a positive medium of change for him. The poet had been the sorrowful 

and depressive mood in the poem. But then the way a crow shook snow dust off, it changed his mood. Nature 

gave him the inspiration to behave in a positive manner. 

 

2. What is the underlying message for us in our hectic life with reference to the poem, ‘Dust of Snow’? 

Or What is the central idea of the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? 

Or What does the poet want to convey through the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? 

Ans. In the poem ‘Dust of Snow’, the poet wants to convey that sometimes certain moments or actions which 

are simple have larger significance. They can change the mood or life of a person. The way a crow shakes down 

dust of snow on the poet inspires and gives him the idea to shake off his depressive thoughts, become cheerful 

and do something useful. 

 

3. What side of nature do ‘crow’ and ‘hemlock’ represent? 

Ans. ‘Crow’ is a black, harsh-voiced bird and ‘hemlock’ is a tree with poisonous bitter fruit. Both are not 

beautiful. They represent the dark, depressive, sorrowful and bitter side of nature. 

 

4. Why does the poet use such poetically uncommon bird and tree? What does it reflect? 

Ans. The poet seems to be in a depressive and sorrowful mood. In such a mood, one cannot think of a sweet and 

beautiful side of nature. The harsh, bitter and poisonous images come to his mind. That is why he uses an 

uncommon, harsh, ugly crow and poisonous tree like hemlock. 

 

5. Justify the role of the crow in the poem “Dust of Snow” in changing the poet’s mood. 

Ans. I think, ‘the way snow dust was shaken off’ changed his mood. Perhaps it gave the poet inspiration/idea to 

behave in the same manner—shake off his depressive thoughts and revive his cheerful mood. 

 

 

6. What mood of the poet is reflected in the poem? How does it reflect? 

Ans. The sorrowful and depressive mood of the poet is reflected in the poem. The use of the bird ‘crow’, which 

is ugly and harsh, and hemlock tree, which is a poisonous plant, reflects the poet’s mood. 

 

Q.7. What did the poet think of the day before the dust of snow fell on him? 

Ans. Before the fall of the dust of snow, the poet thought that his day was ruined. He was in a bad mood. But 

then t use of snow fell on him. It signalled something good and joyful. His mood changed. 

 

Q.8. Write a note on the setting of the poem. 

Ans. The poem presents a perfect setting. There are four elements in the poem. All these four elements match 

one another. The snow stands for depression. The hemlock tree is a symbol of sadness. The crow considered 

ominous. The poet’s mood was also sad. But suddenly the way in which the crow shook the hemlock tree and 

falling off the dust of snow. change the poet’s mood. 

 

Q.9. Where was the poet and what happened to him?[H.B.S.E. March 2017 (Set-C)] 

Ans. there was snow everywhere. The poet was under a hemlock tree. The tree was covered with snow 

Suddenly a crow shook the tree The dust of snow fell on the poet. It changed his mood. 

 

Q.10. The flow was the poet’s mood? What brought a sudden change in it? 

Ans. The poet was in a bad mood. He considered that his day was ruined. But the crow shook the tree. The dust 

of snow fell on him. His mood changed. The rest of the day was saved for him. 

 

Important Long/ Detailed Answer Type Questions- to be answered in about 100 -150 words each 

Answer the following questions in 100-120 words: 

1. Positive attitude in life can make the world a better place to live in. Do you agree or disagree with 

reference to the poem ‘Dust of Snow’? Express your views bringing out the inherent values. 



Ans. I completely agree with the statement that positive attitude can make the world a better place to live in 

Robert Frost, in ‘Dust of Snow’, talks of how an otherwise bad day altered into a not so bad one, due to the 

action of a crow. It was a seemingly disconnected occurrence that brought about a change of mood in the poet. 

One lesson that can be learnt from the poet, is to see the brightness amidst the gloom. The crow, the hemlock 

and the snow are all dark images, and yet, the poet sees the colour of happiness. Another lesson is that life is 

made up of small joys. It is through them that one can always manage to see positivity in negativity. 

 

2. Our attitude towards a situation evokes both negative and positive response. Analyze this with 

reference to the poem, ‘Dust of Snow’ to bring out the inherent valuable lessons. 

Ans. Whatever situation life throws at us, it evokes both positive and negative responses. The poet, in the poem 

‘Dust of Snow,’ was in a sorrowful mood. However, when a crow shook down the ‘dust of snow’ on him, his 

bitter mood changed into a more optimistic one. Now, being in a sorrowful or bad mood already, the poet could 

have got angry at the crow also. However, the dust of snow becomes a positive medium of change for him. It 

made him cheerful to some extent and helped him forget his sadness, at least for a few moments. Thus, we see 

that instead of seeing the negative aspect of a happening, one should see the positive aspect, and one’s response 

may greatly affect the outcome of incidents. 

 

3. The poet has succeeded in giving valuable information in a light-hearted manner. What creates the 

desired effect? Highlight its importance in present-day life. 

Ans. Truly, Frost has used simple language to drive home a very significant message, that little thing 

sometimes, have a big impact. An easy, uncomplicated language, coupled with unusual visual imagery and 

brevity of words creates the desired effect. The poet’s bitterness finds reflection even in the environment around 

him. The noisy, dark crow, the poisonous hemlock and the icy snow around—all are essentially depressing 

images. However, despite the negativity, when the crow shakes down the dust of snow onto the poet, it also 

shakes off some of the author’s regretful thoughts. Today, when all of us live in stressful atmospheres, the poem 

teaches us to gain happiness from little things. 

 

  



WRITING SKILLS (STORY WRITING) 

What is a story writing? 
A story writing is work of “fiction or imagination” that is usually written in “easily understandable grammatical 

structure” with “natural flow of speech”. Story writing is meant to be read at single sitting and therefore it 

should be as direct and brief as possible. 
 

The five key elements (or stages) of a Story Writing are as follows- 

i.Character 

ii.Setting 

iii.Plot 

iv.Conflict 

v.Theme 

 

10 important tips to write story writing are as follows - 

• Tip #1: Fewer Characters 

• Tip #2: Develop Characters for Theme 

• Tip #3: Single and Short Time Frame 

• Tip #4: Vivid Surroundings 

• Tip #5: Catchy First Line 

• Tip #6: Choose Suitable Point of View 

• Tip #7: One Conflict Only 

• Tip #8: Intense but Real Conflict 

• Tip #9: Theme in Focus 

• Tip #10: Break Rules if Needed 

 

As story writing involves creative writing skills, please follow the below mentioned points to write a good 

story- 

i.The narrative should be in Ist or IInd or IIIrd person. 

ii.Setting of the story should be made. 

iii.Time, location, context and atmosphere should be described to create imagery. 

iv.Meaningful dialogues to be used. Dialogues should have expressions. 

v.Characterization - identify 2 - 3 main characters and a few side characters in the story. 

vi.Plot of the story should be interesting but short because the word limit should not be exceeded. It can  include 

the following - 

a) What happens 

b) Story line 

c) Action 

d) Flashback 

e) Climax 

f) Conflict 

g) Resolving a conflict 

h) Create conflict and tension 

i) Opposition between characters and their internal or external conditions 

j) Balance b/w opposing forces of the conflict 

k) Mystery 

l) Empowerment 

m) Surprise 

n) Empathy 

o) Crisis or climax 

p) Turning point of the story 

q) Resolution or solution to the conflict 

r) Open type- reader’s view 



s) Resolved – clear cut outcome 

t) Parallel to beginning- same as the starting of the story 

u) Monologue / dialogue of the characters 

v) Closing image 

Solved examples of SHORT STORY WRITING 

1. Write a short story in 200 – 250 words, with the help of the cues given below. Give a suitable title to the 

story.                                                                                                                                   

Going to Mumbai by train to attend the marriage of a friend ..... got stuck in a traffic jam ..... reached the 

railway station late ..... boarded a wrong train ..... realised after two hours ..... now you ... ... ... 

(Compartment 2019 English Communicative Set-1) 

A series of Unfortunate Events 

I sat down with relief as I ticked off the last task in the checklist. I wanted everything to be perfect as it was my 

best friend’s marriage in Mumbai. The alarm rang next morning, I woke up in excitement and booked a cab to 

the railway station. Everything was going perfectly until I got stuck in a traffic jam. I reached the railway 

station late but on the sight of the train still waiting on the platform, I hurried and somehow managed to get into 

the train. I breathed a sigh of relief and got comfortable. It was only when the Ticket Collector came, I realised 

that I had been in the wrong train for two hours. I panicked and deboarded the train at the next station. I tried 

booking a ticket for the next train to Mumbai but there was no availability. On coming back from the ticket 

counter, I realised that my luggage was missing. Even after hours of finding and reporting it, there was no  trace 

of it. I got tired and lost hope, tried booking a cab with the minimal amount I was left with in my pocket. The 

cab couldn’t reach on time as it was raining heavily. Disheartened, I finally walked my way to the nearest hotel, 

contacted my parents and recited them the series of unfortunate events that happened during the day. Alas, I 

couldn’t even make it to my best friend’s wedding. 

  

2. Write a short story in 200 – 250 words, with the help of the cues given below. Give a suitable title to the 

story.                                                                                                                                                                  

Satish was standing on the balcony watching the last rays of the Sun. Loud and angry voices in the street below 

distracted his attention. He ran down the stairs to see what had happened ... … … 

(Compartment 2019 English Communicative Set-2) 

The Last Day 

Satish was standing on the balcony watching the last rays of the Sun. Loud and angry voices in the street below 

distracted his attention. He ran down the stairs to see what had happened. His neighbours were again fighting 

over some parking issues. It was a common scene among the residents of that area. No sooner did he reach there 

when suddenly the land between the neighbours’ buildings started tearing apart.  Everyone got frightened. 

Satish ran back to his house to find his daughter and wife. They were both ready with their emergency baggage. 

The family got out of the house and started running as fast as they could, passing the falling trees and buildings. 

Water was penetrating out of the departing land and everyone was panicking and running in any direction to 

save their lives when suddenly, Satish’s daughter fell down. A tree fell over her feet. Satish was trying to help 

his crying daughter when they both saw a building falling over them. Satish hugged his daughter and shouted at 

the peak of his voice which finally woke him up. With sighs of heavy breathing and excessive sweating, Satish 

went to his daughter’s room only to find that everything was fine. He kissed her forehead, went back to his 

room and wondered; “Phew! This one really took the life out of me”. 

 

  



(LETTER WRITING) 

Format of a Formal Letter includes: 

The following points need to be taken into consideration while writing a Formal letter- 

a. A Formal Letter strictly follows the prescribed Format for writing a Formal Letter. 

b. Use of colloquial words, abbreviations and slang language should be restricted while writing a formal letter. 

c. A Formal Letter must be precise and to the point. 

d. The Subject line is very important in a Formal Letter. 

The Format of a Formal Letter is as follows – 

1. Sender’s address: The address and contact details of the sender are written here. Include an email and phone 

number, if required or if mentioned in the question. 

2. Date: The date is written below the sender’s address after Leaving one space or line. 

3. Receiver’s address: The address of the recipient of the mail (the officer/principal / Editor) is written here. 

4. The subject of the letter: The main purpose of the letterforms the subject. It must be written in one line. It 

must convey the matter for which the letter is written. 

5. Salutation (Sir / Respected Sir / Madam) 

6. Body: The matter of the letter is written here. It is divided into 3 paragraphs as follows - 

Paragraph 1: Introduce yourself and the purpose of writing the letter in brief. 

Paragraph 2: Give detail of the matter. 

Paragraph 3: Conclude by mentioning what you expect. (For example, a solution to your problem, to highlight 

an issue in the newspaper, etc). 

7. Complimentary Closing 

8. Sender’s name, signature and designation (if any) 

  

Solved examples of FORMAL LETTER WRITING 

1. Write a letter to the Mayor of your city seeking a solution to the problem of waterlogging in your area. 

You are Raj / Rani of Dharma Colony, Ramgarh. 

14 / 8, Dharma Colony 

Ramgarh. 

Date: 23 August 2018 

The Mayor 

Ramgarh 

Subject: Complaint regarding the problem of waterlogging in Dharma Colony 

Sir / Madam 

I am Raj, a resident of Dharma Colony. The residents of the area are facing a lot of problems due to 

waterlogging. 

Every year in the monsoon season, the area gets filled with water as the drainage system gets choked. We have 

requested the area committee many times, but the situation is still the same. The residents’ lives have become 

miserable as many water-borne diseases have spread. All the houses are submerged, and we are facing a tough 

time. 

Please consider the issue as seriously and find a solution at the earliest. 

Yours Sincerely 

Raj 

 

 



2. Write a letter to the Owner, Chawla Sports of your city placing an order to purchase the sports goods 

for the school of the current session. You are Archita/Ansh, Sports Incharge of your school, Delhi. 

 

Modern Public School   

Ghaziabad 

 

September 5, 2018 

 

Messrs Chawla Sports   

New Delhi 

 

Subject: Purchase of sports goods 

 

Sir, 

I wish to place a bulk order for the supply of sports goods and equipment for the school for the academic 

session 2018-2019. The particulars of the goods/equipment and their quantity to be supplied are given below: 

 

S.no.                         Particulars                               Quantity 

1.                               English Willow Bats                25 pieces 

2.                                Batting pads                           25 pairs                         

3.                                Wicket Keeping Pads             5 pairs   

4.                                Practice Leather Balls (Red)   200 pieces 

5.                               Match Balls (Red)                      25 pieces         

6.                               Batting Gloves                            25 pairs 

7.                               Wicket-Keeping gloves              5 pairs     

8.                       Thigh and Abdominal Guard    25 pieces each 

9.                  Helmets, Elbow Guards              25 pieces each 

10.                  Practice Net                                  2 pieces 

11.                        Stumps                                     24 pieces 

12.                       Bails                                              12 pieces 

13.                     Footballs                        24 pieces 

14.                 Volleyballs                              24 pieces 

15.                Skipping ropes                      24 pieces 

16.               Tennis racquets                      12 pieces 

17.                 Tennis balls                                36 pieces 

Kindly give us maximum discount. Do send us the sports goods/equipment from the fresh lot. The payment of 

these goods/equipment will be digitally made. Do let us know the date by which you will deliver these 

goods/equipment. Looking forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

Archita 

Sports Incharge 
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